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PAPER-II : TRANSLATION FROM ENGLISH TO HINDI AND HINDI TO ENGLISH

INSTRUCTIONS: This paper is in two parts. Part A: Translation from English to Hindi and Part B: Translation from
Hindi to English. Please attempt both the parts on separate answer sheets.

Time: 2 hours Marks: 100 + 100

PART A : Translation from English to Hindi

Translate the following into Hindi. 100 Marks

The rapid growth of Indian economy over the past three decades has led to substantial expansion of India's
“middle class’. This has triggered a robust debate over who in India actually belongs to the "middle class”, its size,
composition and political and social behaviour. This is a debate with serious implications for economic growth and
governance since a range of scholarship in diverse settings has shown that the middle class is an important driver
of country's economic, political and social development.

But is the middle class anything more than simply a large group whose income makes it neither rich nor
poor? Are differences within the middle class, especially in income, education and cultural and social capital, so
wide as to render moot any ideological or behavioural coherence to this group?

This also happens to be a debate with no easy answers because social class is a conceptually complex
measure; there is neither a universally accepted definition of middle class nor widely available data on the income of
Indian households, as opposed to their consumption patterns. But even if acceptable measures and hard data could
be marshalled, they would still be ill-equipped to nail down a rather elusive concept;, whether Indians actually
befieve and behave as if they are part of middle class. Self-identification of class status is important because it
suggests the possibility that Indians may behave in ways that are actually at odds with material realities.

To investigate this, the latest Lok Survey asked respondents from across the country whether they
considered their family to be a *middle class" family. It was surprising that nearly half (49 per cent) of all survey
respondents believed their family is a middle class family. There was, as one would expect, great variation in
responses across States. For instance, while 68 per cent of respondents in Karnataka believed their family
belonged to middle class, just 29 per cent of respondents in Madhya Pradesh felt the same. Self-identification as
middle class is expectedly more prevalent among urban respondents (56 per cent) but the share of rural individuals
claiming to be middle class is also remarkably high (46 per cent).

Two things are striking about this finding: the contrast between respondent’s self-perception and objective
reality and differences on rural-urban axis. Historically the “middle class” construct has been a production of the
forces of industrialization and urbanization. Middle class belonging also increases with educational attainment: the
more educated one is, the more likely she/he is to claim to be middle class. Those who believe they are middle
class are markedly more upbeat about their status in life today as well as their prospects in future.

The factors driving large middle class self-identification are less clear. In a status conscious society, as
caste weakens as a marker of status, could this be a sign that class markers are taking its place? What might be
some consequences of self-identifying as middle class? Could it be a factor shaping occupational mismatches
between aspirations and jobs. [fsoit could explain the fact that in fast growing urban areas where there is a large
unmet demand for good blue-collar skills (such as carpenters and plumbers) which could give incomes that would
place the person in lower middle class, young people often prefer a lower payifg “white-collar job" as a shop
assistant.



PART B: TRANSLATION FROM HINDI TO ENGLISH
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