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SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA : Hon. Speaker, Sir; Hon. Deputy Chairman, 

Rajya Sabha; esteemed friends from the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha; officers 

of the Government of India; Secretary-General, Lok Sabha; and friends : 

I deem it an honour to welcome our Hon. Speaker, Lok Sabha; the 

distinguished Members of the Parliamentary Forum on Water Management; 

Members of Parliament; Shri Rajendra Singh; and others to this third lecture in our 

Lecture Series being organised for the benefit of the Hon. Members of Parliament. 

Hon. Speaker, Sir, we are grateful to you for your initiative and support in 

starting this Lecture Series. Your presence here is a source of inspiration to all of 

us in organising these Lecture Series on subjects of critical importance. Sir, the 

BPST has now institutionalized the Lecture Series for the benefit of our Hon. 

Members with your blessings and guidance. 

In the Monsoon Session of Parliament, the Bureau organised two lectures, 

namely, on Water Conservation by Dr. Sunita Narain of the Centre for Science 

and Environment, and on Value Added Tax by Shri Parthasarathi Shome, Adviser 

to the Minister of Finance, and an expert on this subject. 

During this Winter Session, the Bureau will be organizing three lectures by 

reputed personalities from different fields. Today's session is being jointly 

organised by the "Parliamentary Forum on Water.Conservation and Management" 

and BPST. The subject for today's Session is : "Effective Water Conservation 

Techniques ~ Grassroots' Experience". 

Shri Rajendra Singh, popularly called 'the waterman of Rajasthan’ is here 

with us to share his experiences, and techniques adopted by him in the area of 

water conservation. The next two lectures will be on "Child Development — 

Challenges facing India" to be organised on 09 December 2005, and "Right to 

Information as an Instrument for Rural Development" to be organised on 15 

December 2005. 
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I would like to say a few words of introduction about our distinguished 

speaker Shri Rajcndra Singh. Probably, you all know as much about him also. Shri 

Rajendra Singh is well known for his contribution in educating the rural people of 

Rajasthan about the importance of conservation and management of water. His 

organisation, 'Tarun Bharat Sangh' has been instrumental in providing guidance 

and leadership to the rural people of Rajasthan in effective water conservation 

methods. Shri Rajendra Singh has played a crucial role in rejuvenating many dry 

rivers of the State effectively transforming the lives of the people in rural 

Rajasthan. 

The traditional water harvesting structures called 'jphads1 built by villagers 

have changed the face of several districts of Rajasthan. The river 'RupareK — 

which used to be dry — has started flowing perennially after several decades, Shri 

Singh left his Government job in 1985 to do something concrete and useful for the 

people, but his journey has not been a smooth sailing. But every time an obstacle 

emerged in his way, he took it as a challenge and worked with renewed vigour and 

enthusiasm. In the last 20 years, with the support of the people, he has been able to 

convert certain dry lands of Rajasthan into drought-free areas. 

Honoured with numerous awards, Shri Rajendra Singh was awarded the 

2001 Ramon Magsaysay Award for Community Leadership. Shri Singh has also 

been conferred with the Jamunalal Bajaj Award 2005 for application of science 

and technology for rural development. 

Our Hon. Speaker is taking keen interest in equipping Members of 

Parliament with information to deal with various problems. As Members are 

aware, it was the Hon. Speaker who had set up the 'Parliamentary Forum on Water 

Conservation and Management' with a view to equipping our MPs and others with 

information for action in this area of crucial importance. I am sure that all of us 

will benefit greatly from the wide experience of Shri Rajendra Singh in the crucial 

area of water harvesting and conservation. 
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With these words, I would now request our Hon. Speaker to address us, and 

set the tone for this morning's Session. Thank you. 

(ends) 
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MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Ministers; Hon. Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha; Hon. 

Members of Parliament; Smt. Margaret Alva, Honorary Advisor, BPST; Shri 

Rajendra Singh, Chairman of the Tarun Bharat Sangh; Ladies and Gentlemen : 

I am, indeed, very happy to be here this morning at the Lecture on 

"Effective Water Conservation Techniques ~ Grass Roots' Experience" by Shri 

Rajendra Singh of the Tamn Bharat Sangh. 

As you all know, we have constituted a Parliamentary Forum on Water 

Conservation and Management taking into consideration the gravity of the 

problem and the need for meaningful inputs in policy formulation from our elected 

representatives. The Forum was formally launched on>'12 August 2005. Its 

mandate extends primarily to identifying problems relating to water and make 

suggestions / recommendations for consideration and appropriate action by the 

Government and the organizations concerned. Besides this, it has to ascertain 

ways of involving Members of Parliament in the issues of conservation and 

augmentation of water resources in their constituencies and the State from where 

they belong. The Forum had a Preliminary Meeting on 08 August 2005. 1 am sure 

that in the days ahead the Forum will come out with valuable suggestions and 

meaningful inputs on the issues involved in effective water conservation and 

management. 

You would also recall that we started a Lecture Series in August this year 

with a view to providing a forum for Members of Parliament and experts in 

specific fields to exchange ideas, views and experiences. We have had two such 

Lectures during the Monsoon Session of Parliament. Incidentally, the first Lecture 

was on "Water Conservation", which was delivered by Ms. Sunita Narain, 

Director, Centre for Science and Environment. The Lectures have been very well 

received, and the Members found them to be very useful and informative, giving 

them invaluable insights into the various aspects of the issues involved. Insofar as 

water conservation and management is concerned, I have found the feedback from 

the earlier Lecture quite encouraging. 
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I am happy that in today's Lecture, the issue of water conservation and 

management will be taken up in its more practical aspects, which will be very 

relevant for tackling the problem of water scarcity, especially, in our rural areas. 

We all agree that the communities in rural areas should be encouraged to come 

forward and participate in the task of recharging the groundwater of their region, 

as Governmental efforts alone cannot effectively tackle the situation. 

The Magsaysay Award winner Shri Rajendra Singh has been a pioneer in 

this field, mobilizing the rural communities to use their tradition of water 

conservation, especially, in the drought-hit areas of Rajasthan. Shri Rajendra 

Singh -- who is the active force behind the Jal Bhagirathi Foundation and the 

Tarun Bharat Sangh -- has proved through his work that the traditional water 

structures are a remarkable example of an inexpensive, simple, traditional 

technology, It has worked wonders in recharging the groundwater of the affected 

regions like Alwar. His successful endeavours are a pointer to the fact that we can 

find simple solutions to our long standing water management problems by 

mobilizing rural communities to go back to their old tradition of water 

conservation by constructing water-harvesting structures for managing their 

natural resources. 

I believe that the 'people-made' water conservation structures near the 

water source in a specific area-would not. only be helpful in recharging the 

groundwater of that area, but would also ensure the management of the society's 

own natural resources in a more responsible way. The elected representatives of 

the people can contribute substantially towards educating their constituents about 

the importance of water conservation and management, and also in mobilizing 

them to make use of appropriate techniques in their efforts. I am saying this 

because this has been effectively proved by trail blazers like Shri Rajendra Singh. 

I congratulate Shri Rajendra Singh, the success of whose work lies in the 

simplicity of the tools he propagates for capturing rainwater with minimum cost 

and maximum co-operation and involvement of the affected community. This, I 

 



B.P.S.T. : 01,12.2005 7 

feel, is of great significance in addressing the water conservation problem of rural 

areas of a country like India. It is imperative that we make use of our grassroots' 

experience in confronting this critical challenge before the nation. In this context, 

mobilizing the rural communities and encouraging them to make use of their 

traditional wisdom can be of immense help. Shri Rajendra Singh — with his rich 

and varied grassroots' experience in this matter — can enlighten us about his 

inestimable work, the problems, and the prospects of water conservation and 

management. Today, I am sure that the Hon. Ministers, Hon. Members, and others 

present here will find their interaction with Shri Rajendra Singh — with his 

expertise in reviving the traditional techniques of management of water crisis 

through an unusual, but very effective word-of-mouth communication method « 

very beneficial and rewarding. 

I am really thankful to Shri Rajendra Singh for providing time to us. I am 

sure we shall all be benefited by his valuable lecture. 

Thank you. 
(ends) 

 
























