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guTel: Wfoeied faoR “ favg R o9 &1 S-ded ARG, dlfid HRE

FRATTATAT H U M g9 INTa 7, A AR =ARUTThT | Heferd i
FARIYUT Jel IR BART GRCHI ATUdh AT & 3R I W TART & divad ol
g |

Friends, in a vibrant democracy like ours, the Judiciary is an important
pillar of the State, like the Legislature and the Executive are, with its
distinctive role and functions. Our Judiciary, especially the higher judiciary, has
been assigned a position of vital importance and bestowed with onerous
responsibilities like upholding the constitutional principles, interpretation of the
laws made by respective legislatures and more importantly in protecting the

Fundamental Rights of our citizens.

The Supreme Court of India and the high courts act as the final arbiters
of constitutional disputes, and can overrule not merely ordinary law enacted by
a legislature that enjoys popular will, but, also constitutional amendments,
which in the courts’ view infract the “basic structure” of the constitution. With
a proactive role based on the power of judicial review, the higher judiciary in
India has attained an unprecedented significance. The institutional integrity of
the judiciary, therefore, requires the courts to enjoy the confidence of the
public; society needs to see judges as protectors of justice, who will stay

independent to uphold the people’s most fundamental rights.

A strong ambivalence clouds the public image of the Indian judiciary

they are simultaneously fountains of justice and beyond the reach of poor.



3
Litigation is often regarded as infested with delay and not free from corruption.
But courts, especially Higher Courts are among the most respected and trusted
institutions. The judiciary has ensured that howsoever high you may otherwise
be, the law is above you. On the other hand, symptoms of inefficiency haunt
the courts as they do other state institutions. This mixed picture is reinforced
by a recent assessment of a high ranking expert group including a former chief
justice of the Indian Supreme Court. Widespread and profound backlog and
delay currently undermine the fundamental priorities of a law-based society and
it erodes public trust and confidence in legal institutions, and also acts as a
significant barrier to India’s chosen path to social justice and economic
development. While it is acknowledged that trials are delayed throughout the
world but nowhere, however, does backlog and delay appear to be more

accentuated than in modern-day India’.

As we all know “Justice delayed is justice denied.” Since all the organs of the
Government are independent and at the same time there is a relationship
between all the organs, it is the job and combined responsibility of the
Parliament, the Executive and the Judiciary to address all these issues. And I

would therefore like to emphasize that Judicial reforms are a must.

The calls for judicial reforms are of course in the anvil for quite some
time now and a lot has been done in this regard. However, it cannot be denied
that a lot still needs to be done. The Law Commission's recommendations
concerning disposal method, appointment of judges, creation of special courts,
need for system-wide reform, merits serious consideration and action. We have
to remember that we are among the fastest growing economies and when
efforts are made to fast track all aspects of Government functioning, the

Judiciary cannot lag behind. It is important that justice delivery system has to
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be fast tracked too. Among others, we could think in terms of instituting
Alternate Dispute Redressal system (Lok Adalats),  Specialized Courts,
Mediators, etc. to ease or reduce the pressure on Courts. We have to think and
act in terms of filling up the vacancies of posts for Judges in the Judiciary,
which is one of the reasons for delay in dispensing justice. However, the increase
in number of judges has to be calibrated carefully to ensure that quality does not
get compromised in the process. We need to make optimum use of technology,
systematic classification of cases, comprehensive tracking of ongoing
proceedings, and similar measures. We also need to take steps to make careers

in our Judiciary more attractive to attract the young talents in our country.

TR & BHT DI GRT B 2q a9 J AR oR Aol 7Y =rreien
DI AT FEATHR RIT ATIUTADBT D = IRT H AT ST Fohell g7 AR =T

TS &R & foly Fgad 8 2| S99 39 URINId Bl I 3[dhIScd, ATeRdTT,
Thel, TRR A DI T@—XG BT qR Tel STell ST =AMV | Weisl My Y
war (Judicial Administrative Service) ffia &= s &M # =gEwrfen o1
SOl BT AU DT S el & | U 1 vaf 0R, 7 IR BRIk =marefien &
Fgfaa offvard w8l 2, PrRika =Rl o Fgfdd 1 8, 39 ) R e
IMREY — S 519 ST, YRIR =grarery, fafer |fra, faue g« 9fed, aad &
= faumT # A woeeR s | fAlSes F8rdar @ didh S7carad & bl 4l
AT =TATTEN 3ferar aRS ARHHT o fay SM R AR f&ar 51 \aar @
dIfep 59 B § BRRNG rAreNl o Gag dl Holl & =T &l |

The statement, “A lawyer is and must ever be the high priest at the
shrine of justice” captures the essence of the role of an advocate in the
administration of justice in the society. Lawyers in our country have

historically contributed handsomely to each of these areas of justice - whether
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it was the struggle for Independence, the framing of our Constitution or just
governance. The role of lawyers extends to being an integral part of our system
of administration of justice not just in the legal sense but justice that's social,
economic and political as set out in the preamble of our Constitution. They are
also expected to play their assigned role in realization of the lofty vision of
speedy justice for all enshrined in our constitution. We must also discuss and
debate whether the unrestricted entry in the Bar has led to deterioration in the
quality and standard of lawyers and whether it is affecting the quality and

standard of entire Judicial system.

I would also like to mention that the Parliament of India has also taken
initiatives to address this challenge. Though the National Judicial Appointments
Commission Act, 2014 has been struck down by the Honourable Supreme
Court, let us hope that in the near future the issue will get resolved with the

cooperation of all concerned and to the satisfaction of all.

Justice Krishna Iyer said and I quote : “Most crucial for justice social,
economic, and political for the happiness, health and humanism of the people
and their peaceful progress is the judiciary. We need a dynamic, people-
oriented, progressive, legally literate and imaginative judicature with a swaraj

vision. Otherwise, chaos will corrupt, confuse, and terrorise the Indian cosmos.”

I also feel that the best way to bring about the elimination of perceived
shortcomings of any organ of our vibrant democracy, which are capable of
being eliminated, is to have all our citizens informed as to how that system

functions.

Friends, it is important for our country to have a fast justice delivery

system so that the image of the Judiciary is enhanced and the people who



6
knock the door of justice feel that they are heard and justice is delivered. If
these challenges are not addressed and if far reaching judicial reforms are not
initiated with a great sense of urgency and devotion, the image of the judiciary
may be eroded in the eyes of the public, thereby endangering the whole civil
society and our democracy. In other words, timely disposal of cases is essential
for maintaining the rule of law and providing access to justice which is a

guaranteed Fundamental Right.

I would once again thank you for inviting me and I am sure the views
expressed in this Lecture will go a long way in strengthening our democratic

polity.

In the end I would like to end my speech with the lines penned by
revered Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji:

gidl & A IR, RR ) =9 If} sara,

o1 il # FHd—89d, 3T IR STel=l 81T,

Hed HATBR T B, bad ATH e BRI |”

We must all join hands together to take our nation forward on the path
of peace, development and progress and also to realize the dreams of the

founding fathers of our Constitution.

Thank you.
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